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This Is My Story, This Is My Song

Praising My Saviour,
All The Day Long!

When some of the current staff were here as
CLBI students (almost 20 years ago), a small
crew of those 80+ students were very
musically inclined. Some of them performed
and even recorded music, including an
interpolation of that wonderful hymn,
Blessed Assurance.

They used the refrain as a chorus and
performed new verses, each of which told the
stories of God's faithfulness to them!

While you probably can't find that song
anywhere (unless you're one of a few who has
it on a CD), that "story and song" remains:
God has been good to us!

Back in September, at the beginning of the
school year, we asked students, alumni and
supporters of CLBI on our Instagram page to
share with us.

We asked, how has God used CLBI in your life?
The responses were wonderfully encouraging!

It might seem soon, but we are starting to
prepare for CLBI's Centennial; 100 years of
Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute!

We want to hear more of those stories!

How has CLBI impacted your life? What do
you think generations to come should
remember about our school?

Please share with us: photos, video, memories,
stories, important events, and more.

Bring it into the office, or send it to us at

clbi1l00@clbi.edu

As you read this edition of Crossroads, we
pray you are encouraged and reminded of
God's faithfulness to you!

- from the Editor
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Limber Pines

As winter slowly gives
way to spring, I have
been a little more
inspired to get outside
and enjoy the beauty
that is starting to bloom.
As I took my dogs for
walks over the Easter
weekend, I couldn't help
but notice the giddiness of the season. Easter
weekend is funny that way.

We finish our Good Friday service and leave
in silence. However, we all know the rest of
the story: Jesus wins. As I was out walking on
Easter Saturday, I noticed the grass starting
to poke its green leaves through the wet
snow, and the buds on the trees that seemed
excited about what they were doing. It was
as if creation just couldn't keep it in any
longer, proclaiming, "Christ is Risen!" Most
of all, I noticed the giddiness of my kids who
knew that even though Good Friday has a
somber tone, Easter weekend is a joyous
one, and the climax was yet to happen.

As I walk, I often take time to look at trees.
One of my favourite tree species is pine.

I love the limber pine, in particular. Limber
pines are the senior citizens of our forests,
and are ruggedly resilient! Somehow they
grow on the most desolate, windblown side
hills that Alberta has to offer, and they do so
for a long time. Growing only a handful of
inches a year, they are not known to
produce cones for the first 40 years of their
life. I have often found limber pines barely
two feet tall with pine cones! Many of the
larger ones you'll find in southwest Alberta,
then, are thousands of years old. When

[ find one of good size, I often wonder what
sights and sounds this unassuming tree has
been witness to over its long life.

While walking on Easter Saturday,

[ stumbled across two limber pines that

I had never noticed before. They were both
a good size; I would guess a few hundred
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years old. They were only about ten feet
apart on the same side-hill. One was vibrant
green, the other was grey and dead. As [
took in the sight, [ was reminded of a
passage from Romans 6.

"For the death he died he died to sin, once for all,
but the life he lives he lives to God. So also you
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus." (Romans 6:10-11)

In many ways, we as Christians live in the
stark contrast that these trees proclaim. We
are at the same time nailed to Christ's cross
and risen with Him on Easter Sunday. Or, as
Martin Luther famously put it, we are
simultaneously Saint and Sinner. The sight
of these two trees seemed rather poignant
for Easter weekend. We are staring deeply
into the reality of our sin burdening Jesus
and nailing Him to the cross, but also living
fully in the hope of His resurrection!

Thank you for supporting CLBI with your
prayers and gifts. Our board of trustees is
doing well and excited about the new staff
that God has provided our school. Our
board is also in need of a treasurer, as our
current treasurer is fulfilling his last term.
If you or someone you know has the skillset
to fill this role and a love of our school,
please reach out.

God bless, and have a wonderful Easter
season!



Call it A Comeb:

“You are the King of my
collapse. You answer
not what I demand, but
what I do not even
know to ask.”

This is an excerpt of

liturgy from the book

Every Moment Holy by
Douglas Kaine McKelvey, and as of March
9th this excerpt has become one of my
favourite prayers to pray.

It should come as little surprise that only a
week after I started praying this prayer,
God chose to answer a question I did not
even know that I should be asking, which
led to my collapse. My world was flipped
upside-down on perhaps the busiest
weekend of the CLBI year - Youth Surge.

My name is Allison Samm, and I was a first
year student at CLBI this year. It has been
an incredible year of growth, learning,
laughter, and belonging!

I have absolutely loved my time here. So, it
came as a great surprise to many that when
asked if I would be returning for a second
year, my default answer was, “sadly, no. I
love it here, but I need to go to post-
secondary next year. I am not coming back.
Unless ... God does something big.”

Saying this, I fully expected that God would
not do something big.

Allison Samm
2025/2026 1st Year Student

How wrong I was!

As a part of Youth Surge this year, we went
to Resurrection Lutheran Brethren Church
to attend Mission Fest. I was reluctant to
go, but it was part of my job as a student, so
I went.

As the speakers began to present,
something in their stories began to
resonate; it became increasingly evident
that God was saying something to me. God
was doing something here, and it had the
potential to flip all my future plans upside
down.

I had never, ever, ever, ever considered
mission work before. Yet, at Mission Fest,
it was undeniable; God is drawing my
attention to mission work.

Throughout that weekend, in the midst of
helping to lead Youth Surge, I found many
pockets of time to pray with God and to
talk with mentors. By the end of the
weekend, | had reached a conclusion.

I did not know what my future would look
like. I had no clue whether mission work
was something God was calling me too, but
I knew that after that experience, [ would
be a fool not to investigate it more. This led
me to the decision to come back to CLBI,
the perfect place to learn more about
mission work.

A month ago, I never could have imagined
I would be writing for Crossroads about my
decision to return to CLBI. However, God
works in amazing and unexpected ways,
and I am pleased to say that [ am now very
excited to be returning to CLBI for a
second year! I do not know what the future
holds for me, but I am looking forward to
trusting God to lead me to new adventures
as I am going!

2026 SPRING ISSUE 4

This year at CLBI has
been a blessing to my
walk in faith. When I

| first started this year, I
was really nervous; I am
new to being a
Christian and have been
out of school for 5
years. However, the
CLBI students and staff welcomed me with
open arms; some of us have become very
close. The community here is more like a
family than a student body!

In the past year, I have grown a lot in my
knowledge of the Bible. I was extremely
impressed with the classes, and the diverse
teachers that were brought in. They were
able to give us different perspectives, and
work with our various learning styles. They
also taught us helpful methods of reading
and interpreting the Bible.

CLBI had a good balance of scholarly
faith-forming classes, too, with well-chosen
instructors each week. I struggled learning
how to be a student again, but the teachers
and CLBI community both encouraged and
supported me throughout the year; [ may
have learned just as much through
fellowship with the student body as I did in
classes! "Iron sharpens iron," was a
prominent theme for me this year.

Being a bit of an older student, I was
worried about how I would fit in socially,
but I shouldn’t have worried! Everyone
here is filled with God's love and pours it
out freely. I have made friends and
memories that will last a lifetime!

I have been able to be vulnerable and
honest with everyone here, allowing me to
grow not just in my faith and friendships,
but as a whole person. [ am very grateful
for this community and the relationships
that God has blessed me with here.
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For these reasons, and more, I'm excited to
be back next year. I look forward to having
a leadership role and the opportunities that
are presented in the second year program.
I believe that I will be able to have a
positive impact on the first years next year,
as I have played the "big brother" role here
already and want to embrace it again!

I plan to go through the four-year program
offered by CLBI, but perhaps not the most
traditional route. I will be looking into an
internship with a sports chaplaincy
program in hopes of becoming a chaplain
one day. I've felt a calling toward this for
multiple reasons.

I grew up playing sports of all kinds, which
was instrumental in my growth as a young
person and shaped my life in many ways. It
helped me learn things like discipline,
teamwork, communication, social skills,
self confidence, and responsibility.

One summer [ spent time at a christian
hockey camp where [ met a chaplain who
inspired me and lit a fire in my faith. This
was one of the first times I truly felt God's
presence in my life. The chaplain poured
out Christ's love on everyone around him,
and showed me that the Bible could be
applied to everyday life in practical ways.

That chaplain was a great example of what
Christianity looks like, and he was a huge
role model for me. This is the main reason
I want to work with youth as a sports
chaplain. I want to help young people grow
in the ways I experienced myself, be able to
give guidance in faith, and through that,
help in all aspects of their lives.



Mind the Gap

"1 “So Dan, are you going
to head off and be a
Pastor?” Standing in the
parking lot of the movie
theater where I worked,
my friend asked me that
question after I brought
up my plans to attend
CLBIl in the Fall.

g

It had been a year since I graduated High
School, and I was taking the time to simply
work and live life, pursuing artistic
passions and interests. However, when
nearing the end of that year of school-less
bliss, I was still at a loss of what to do next
or where I was going in life. To be honest, I
didn’t have a real sense of who I was as a
person. After some persistent and gentle
persuasion from my dear mother, it became
clear that I needed to take a break from
West Kelowna, B.C, and take a leap of faith
to beautiful Camrose, Alberta.

Bible school? Really?
What exactly do you get from that?

This is such a common question to receive
when one’s about to attend CLBI. Many of
my friends and neighbors would tilt their
heads in confusion when hearing the words
“Bible school.” Truthfully, on the surface it
is a bit of an unorthodox post-secondary
path. When you have universities offering
high academic progress and opportunity, or
trade schools providing a direct track to a
working career, what’s the point of
studying the Bible for a year?

Some who have come through this school
have shared that they are simply taking a
“gap year" - a season set aside to “figure
things out” before making the next step to
wherever they might want to go in their
lives. While this is not necessarily a
common choice in Canada, places such as
the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Norway,

Dan Shepherd
Director of Recruitment & Alumni Relations

and Denmark (to name a few) encourage
young people to take a year or two before
heading to university or a long-term career.

That being said, taking a “gap year” is an
odd phrase to me. If you make a quick
Google search for the word gap, one
definition comes up as “an unfilled space or
interval; a break in continuity.” In other
words, the term seems to imply that one is
taking a year or a season of nothingness; a
simple bridge to something else, a side plot
to the main story of your life (or a filler arc
for you anime enthusiasts.)

This is why I'm not a fan of the “gap year"
terminology, because it may imply a time of
emptiness, or even being void of value. In
reality, this time of a young person’s life is
exceptionally formative to how they will
launch into the rest of their lives!

A gap year isn't nothing!
It's an opportunity.

What does this mean for a Bible School like
ours? Practically speaking, it means CLBI
can be identified as a “Gap Year School.”
Yet our school is far from a simple break in
continuity.

No, I didn’t become a Pastor like my friend
assumed I would be in that movie theater
parking lot so many years ago (at least not
yet). Instead, through the program and
experience of a rich intentional Christian
community, [ was given a vital investment
in my personal formation. My lukewarm
faith transformed into something that was
actually meaningful and foundational, as

I was able to cut out the static of our noisy
world to genuinely encounter Jesus Christ
and His Gospel. That season of growth
impacted and guided me throughout my
entire undergraduate and professional
career many years after attending CLBI.
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I went on to complete my Bachelor of Arts
and Education at the University of Alberta.
As I traveled through my teaching career,

I had the opportunity to work with children
and youth in a variety of contexts, whether it
was in the performing arts, church youth
groups, or as a Program Director for a Bible
Camp. In between all of that, I've been a
Visitor Information Center agent, a grounds
crew worker, a seniors home Chaplain, a
radio promoter, and yes, even a Barista (not
necessarily all in that order). Now I have the
privilege of advocating for a school that I
believe is very much needed; one that offers
young people a place where a bedrock of
faith and hope is built for the rest of their
lives - for their eternal existence!

So I'll ask the question I mentioned earlier:
Bible school? Really?
What exactly do you get from that?

Lifelong friends to celebrate the joys of life
and endure tragic hardships with, time to
explore the big questions about what this
life is truly all about, a space to wrestle with
faith and the character of God, a chance to
canoe the North Saskatchewan River and
climb a mountain or two, time to recognize
who your Creator has made (and is still
making) you to be, an adventure to some
corner of the world to see God at work, a
moment to know and experience the
life-giving tangible concrete reality that
Jesus is truly alive, and daily invitation for
you to follow Him through His Word.

So please, as you think about whatever
adventure you might be heading off to, be
sure to mind the gap. You'll never know
what surprises Jesus might have in store for
your life. It certainly changed mine. Come
see what He’s up to at CLBI!

Because Jesus knows you, loves you, and has
given Himself for you. And that, my friends,
is certainly good news!
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Bible College Made For Here & Now

Part 3

In the first parts of this
series, portions of the

| slogan "Bible College
Made For Here & Now"
have been used as a way
to talk about what CLBI
is, what it's all about,
and where it's going!

In this third entry, we look at "here &
now." It actually says a lot!

In the brief statement of faith found on the
CLBI website, you will read the following
words:

"The Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute
accepts and acknowledges the Canonical
Books of the Old and New Testaments as
the revealed Word of God and as the only
sufficient and infallible rule and standard of
faith and practice. The Bible, including
both Old and New Testaments as originally
given, is the verbally and plenarily inspired
Word of God and is free from error in the
whole and in the part, and is therefore the
final authoritative guide for faith and
conduct."

This statement is merely an attempt to
confess what God has said about His own
Word, the Holy Bible.

The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy that
the Bible is "breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work."

These are not merely words from Paul, but
from God's own mouth; good for many
things, with the ultimate purpose of
making the child of God complete,
equipped for every good work. Paul even
says in Ephesians 2 that we are made for
good works!

St. Peter also chimes in and writes this in
his second epistle:

"For we did not follow cleverly devised
myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For when he received honor and
glory from God the Father, and the voice
was borne to him by the Majestic Glory,
"This is my beloved Son with whom I am
well pleased,' we ourselves heard this very
voice borne from heaven, for we were with
him on the holy mountain..."

Peter doesn't stop there. After establishing

that they were eyewitnesses to their claims

about Jesus (specifically, in this case, at His

Transfiguration), he strengthens his case in
an intriguing way...

"... And we have the prophetic word more
fully confirmed, to which you will do well
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a
dark place..."

Peter points his readers away from himself,
and toward the Scriptures! Yes, he was an
eye-witness and is an apostle of Jesus
Christ, but even better than his words are
God's! Peter wants his readers to pay
attention to their Scriptures because "no
prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone's own interpretation."”

He continues, "For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along
by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1:16-21)

The Holy Spirit took hold of Paul and
Peter, so to speak, and used them to give us
God's own words, and with God's
authority.

This is why we confess the Bible is both
verbally and plenarily inspired (complete,
absolute, unqualified).
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What does this have to do with the CLBI
slogan of the past few years?

If God's Word is as God's Word says, then
it is relevant to the original audiences that
Peter and Paul (for example) had in mind,

and it is relevant to all others.

No, my name is not in the Bible anywhere.
[t was not written to me, strictly speaking.
Yet, because of whose Word it is, the
words put on parchment by Peter and Paul
concern me, and have much to do in me
today, here & now.

The faith we have received, that has been
passed down to us from generations of
believers in history, is the same here and
now as it was there and then.

By God's grace, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, our understanding of the Scriptures
grows deeper, but not because it changed;
because we so often get it wrong (read
about my blunder on page 17)!

That which God has given to us to believe
remains! It does not change whenever a
new idea comes along, or when an old idea
develops new words around it. God's Word
stays the same and, as you read in part 2 of
this series, is the way He does His work!

It's often been said that "the Bible is the
textbook of every class" at CLBI. This is
precisely why CLBI is a 'Bible College Made
For Here & Now.' As a school founded and
centered on God's Word, living in
intentional Christian community, CLBI has
always been for the 'here & now.'

And remember, like any slogan, this can
describe more than one aspect of CLBI!

Students at CLBI come from all sorts of
places, circumstances, and walks of life.

Back in March, at our annual weekend
youth retreat, "Youth Surge," our Director
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of Recruitment beautifully presented
participants with an encouragement to
think about attending CLBI. He used the
slogan as I hoped it would be used - not
only to describe the school, but the students
that spend parts of their lives in it.

Wherever someone may be in life,
whatever they may have gone through,
whatever they may have believed about
God or themselves, whatever they have
done, whatever has been done to them, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ freely delivered in
God's Word is for them!

‘We might phrase it this way:

Wherever you are at, here and now, God's
Word is for you. Wherever you are at, here
and now, God loves you, forgives you, and
wants to continue forming you each and every
day by that same love and forgiveness.
Wherever you are at, here and now, God's
Word is made for that. Wherever you are at,
here and now, you can be part of CLBL

When we say CLBI is a Bible College Made
For Here & Now, we are not talking about
chasing trends or keeping up with "the
latest." We are actually talking about
something old; something that transcends
and is therefore uniquely able to speak to
you, whoever you are, about here and now,
wherever and whenever that happens to be.

Thanks be to God!



| Did Not Make It, No It Is Making Me:
New Directions Emphasizing Old Things

Some of you might
know of or remember
Rich Mullins, the highly
influential and
unconventional
Christian musician of
the 90s, who met an
early, untimely death in
a car accident in 1997.

Though now long gone, Mullins has
remained influential. In recent years, I've
been listening to more Mullins music than
ever before. Two recent projects to recreate
his music are largely the reason: the
Bellsburg recordings (done at his home in
Tennessee) and a live recording titled “A
Liturgy, A Legacy, and the Music of Rich
Mullins” (a nod to the album, “A Liturgy, A
Legacy, and a Ragamuffin Band”). Anyway,
one of his songs is essentially a sung
Apostles' Creed (titled “Creed”). Where it
differs is a small commentary on what the
Creed is and does:

And I believe what I believe is what makes me
what I am

I did not make it, no it is making me

It is the very truth of God and not the invention
of any man

“I did not make it, no it is making me...”

In Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, his
explanation of the Third Article of the
Apostles’ Creed (about the Holy Spirit)
reminds us in a similar way about the truth
of faith:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

‘T believe that I cannot...”
‘1 did not make it, no it is making me...”

For my generation (Millennials), “decision
fatigue” is an issue. With so many
options-more than any other generation
previously—we're utterly unable to make
decisions. “What'’s for dinner?” “What kind
of jeans should I buy?” “What movie do you
want to watch?” It’s all too much to

handle...

Every generation has its problems. But
something is shifting with young adults
today. Interestingly, younger generations
are gravitating towards church history and
tradition. Various reports also suggest Gen
Z is going to church more than my own
generation. At the same time, atheists,
agnostics, and those who don't identify
with anything (“nones”) are all declining,
and the Roman Catholic Church is
growing. Believe it or not, some are also
suggesting IRL (“In real life”) stuff is
becoming more popular among the young,
even though technology use among older
generations is increasing. What's going on?
Can we, as the church, turn from so much
despair to hope and promise?

Many more questions could be asked, but I
think it’s fair to say every generation
struggles with questions of identity. These
days, young people are bombarded with
information while they navigate becoming
adults. On social media in particular, you'll
find all kinds of answers. The political,
cultural, and religious landscape is a
minefield. Where do you begin? It fills
many with anxiety. It's exhausting.

It’s in this context that the young people
looking to old things makes some sense.
What do you find in a “traditional” church?
For those starving for realism in this world,
liturgical forms of Christianity aren’t very
flashy. You might not see any screens. No
fog machines. No big personalities. Silence
is encouraged. Services involve heart, soul,
mind, and (sometimes?) strength. Also, the
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congregation will, at some point, all rise
together to recite an ancient Creed. In the
Nicene Creed, we say together, “We believe
in one God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.” The Creeds of the church aren’t
new or innovative; they're solid ground to
stand on. We did not “make” this reality.
We did not create these words. They make
us. To younger generations, who are also
turning to physical records and thrift stores
(which CLBI students often frequent), it
shouldn’t be too surprising.

Now, you might be wondering why I'm
talking about this. If you've been to CLBI
this year, you might have noticed some
changes happening already. I tried to bring
more liturgical rhythms into our daily
worship at the beginning of the year, but
the students quickly increased my plans. It
isn’t for everyone. It requires some
explanation. Also, it involves humility,
since singing old hymns for the first time
doesn’t often go fantastically. They seem
okay with that, though, and find creative
solutions.

Overall, we're
probably leaning
more into historic
Lutheran theology.
But that doesn’t
mean we want or
expect every student
or instructor to be
Lutheran.

Still, being a “Lutheran” Bible College gives
us an advantage, in the current political and
religious climate, to reach even those who
know nothing about Lutheranism. Because
there aren’t many Bible Schools like ours
around anymore. The Bible Schools like
ours that are around don’t usually fit into or
encourage “historic Protestantism.” Yes, the
drive for tradition and liturgy might not be
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prevalent among the majority. It might be
only a small part of a “quiet revival” or
“vibe-shift” among Gen Z. And yet, for
some, ancient faith is a great relief.

CLBI once used the slogan: “Belong.
Believe. Become.” In this world, belonging
is tough. It's hard to know who we are or
where we belong. Are we supposed to
"make something of ourselves?" In this
struggle, people are looking for depth, for
roots, for tradition. Many today aren’t
looking for something (else) new and
shiny. They’re looking for something real,
something tested, something unchangeably
true. Restless hearts are looking for
stability.

To find that worship is not created by us
but for us, to form us in Christ and tell us
who we are, is a beautiful thing.

So, moving forward, expect CLBI to
remain Lutheran, yet as a “Historic
Protestant” Bible School made for here and
now, combining what’s ancient and what's
new. We'll welcome people from different
traditions, including instructors, and
encourage a breadth of understanding not
only of different Lutherans and different
Protestants, but all Christians in the (as the
Nicene Creed states) “one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic church.” We will find hope.
But the faith we cling to we did not make.
Instead, it is making us as "the very truth of
God and not the invention of any man."

If this excites you or scares you, please
reach out and share your thoughts, and
keep us in your prayers. If you think we're
making a horrible mistake, I'd be happy to
talk with you about that, too.

Grace, mercy, and peace,

Erik Osness, President



I Home & Re-wiring

God, pick up the pieces.

Put me back together
again.

You are my praise!
(Jeremiah 17:14 MSG)

I, Charles Jackson, want to thank many of
you who prayed for me during the last three
months. Since some of you may not have
heard details of my accident of being hit by a
motorcycle in Cambodia or of my recovery,
I'll briefly tell you about this journey.

It started with an excellent IMPACT trip to
Cambodia. | had gone as the student advisor
for the trip. The students got an opportunity
to live in the dorms, interact, and build
relationships with college students daily.
This was an amazing time to see their faith
and our faith in action. We also did culture
visits to Buddhist temples and prayed for the
leaders. We took tours of the genocide
museums honoring Cambodians killed in
the 1970’s Khmer Rouge. We were three
days away from coming back to Canada
when I was out by myself walking on the
street and a motorcycle hit me; I flew up and
landed on my head. The rest of the article
talks about this journey.

3 TR
I describe this time in my life as a Lent to
Easter Prayer Journey. Many of you shared
the feelings that you felt through your
prayers. In your hearts and spirits, you were

with my wife Anita. my brother and other
family and friends around my hospital bed.

After the accident, due to my brain swelling,
on the 24th of January the surgeon removed
large parts of the skull bone on both sides of
my head to relieve the pressure as swelling
continued. You prayed for the presence and
healing of Christ to be with me.

Eighteen days later I had surgery to put the
bones back. Prayers were answered when I
started to speak and to recognize people. By
the end of the next week my wife noticed
that it was hard to shut me up, and I started
walking and joking with the physical
therapists even though I had poor balance.
On March 6 a Canadian medical support
person came to help bring me home to
Canada. I was received by U of A at the
neurology ward where a nurse who had
been following my case said that the team
was amazed at how well [ was doing. Three
days after arriving in Canada, the U of A
sent me home, and I continue rehab.

I am reading books right now on
neoplasticity and how we understand much
more about how the brain works and repairs
itself (of note The Brain's Way of Healing by
Norman Doidge M.D.).
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If I were to describe the experience, it is like
a car that kept running, but much of the
wiring was ripped out in an accident. When
the brain swelling had gone down and the
hood (my skull) closed, then, slowly, electric
wires got plugged back in. I recognized my
wife (primary relationship wiring), I asked
to pray for the hospital staff (primary
purpose wiring), I got talking way too much
(need to communicate), then walking, then
joking, then eating... Within a week, one by
one, you could see steps forward; parts of
the brain being plugged back in.

[ am learning, a month after coming back to
Canada, that some wires were damaged
when they got pulled out. I have good days
but still have "brain fog" days where I need a
lot of rest (more than 15 hours in the day),
which, according to the Canadian medical
team who are helping me, can be common
with brain injury. We are not watching TV
as there is too much stimulus and too many
unrealistic stories (which are too disturbing
for me to handle right now).

There are four therapists whom I am
connecting with, who help to see if there are
some places which need to be better
re-wired or better-connected (balance,
speech patterns, typing, etc.)
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All through this, almost all the medical
people I have talked with have said that I
have had a miraculous recovery.

Thank you for your prayers!

I wonder if at the end of each of our Lenten
journeys, when we die with Christ, we will
then get re-wired according to His plan. We
are encouraged and spend a lot of time
learning how to live with Christ-wired
brains and hearts, resting in Him before
doing much at all. When the miracle
becomes real and permanent, we live again,
the way we were designed to. Maybe my
re-wiring and your prayers are part of our
journey together to all be again re-wired in
Christ.

Be encouraged as we pray for one another;
I and your prayers do testify, God's miracles
happen.




Financial Update

By the end of March, 73% of the
budgeted donations were received
(roughly $465,750 of $640,000).

That’s pretty good, since that’s 75% of the
fiscal year. While we still have over 25% to
go, we're in a good place. CLBI has fantastic
support to keep this ministry going. I often
repeat this, but I'm still surprised by it, and
I hope I won't cease being amazed. It’s also
hopefully not too surprising to hear that,
especially with so many new staff, we're
doing what we can to cut costs while
maintaining a full experience for students.
We're doing that while also increasing
efforts for recruitment and alumni
relations, and increasing capital
improvements (and preventative
maintenance).

How do we do that, financially? Well, the
CLBI Board of Trustees freed up some
“Internally Restricted” funds for those
purposes.

You probably also know that many costs
have gone up these days. You probably
experience those yourself. With that,
student fees are increasing next year. We
don’t want to see those fees trickle down to
the students, though. So, we plan to
increase Student Aid support next year to
cover the increase in fees. By increasing
both fees and support, we can access more
funds for those higher expenses from
CLBI's own savings. We know that making
Bible School more expensive won'’t increase
enrollment, so we're doing what we can to
make sure CLBI remains affordable, and
that finances don’t turn people away.

Now, what about Capital Expenses?

You might remember that we are trying to
build a dedicated, readily accessible “Capital
Fund.” Donations to that haven’t been
overwhelming to this point. That’s okay.
But you might also be waiting to hear
what's actually happening with Capital
projects.

Well, the Hagen Hall Conference Room, on
the first floor of the main building, already
has new carpet that community groups
have enjoyed. Soon, further improvements
will be made to that space as well.

The library is also currently out of
commission, with walls going up for a new,
dedicated classroom in the next couple of
months, in time for the next academic year.
Further changes to the library will happen
this summer as well (God willing). Overall,
those improvements should cost just over
$50,000. Bathrooms and the rest of the
flooring on the bottom of Hagen Hall will
come next, but over the next year and a bit
(likely).

Over in Pearson, some rooms on the third
floor already have new flooring, and more
will once students are gone.

I'm biased, but things are looking better
around CLBI.

Don’t believe me? Come take a look!

More to the point, I don’t want to scare
you, but we might get more ambitious with
Capital Fundraising leading up to the 100th
Anniversary of CLBI. At the same time, we
want to do what we can to earn your trust
and make the most of what we have
received from the Lord through your
hands.
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Will we make it to our budgeted donations
for the end of the year? That would be
incredible, and an incredible help.

Regardless, we'll seek to be faithful and
resourceful with what we have, and be
thankful for it, for as long as we can keep
this little Bible School going!

Grace, mercy, and peace,

Erik Osness,
President
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As You Are Goin
Are You Sure?

Right around now, students are reflecting
on the past school year, and thinking about
what lies ahead for the summer, the next
school year perhaps, or even the rest of
their lives.

This young pastor-turned-communications
director must take a few paragraphs to
reflect as well!

In the February (Winter) edition of
Crossroads, you may remember an article
entitled "As You Are Going," where I made
the case for interpreting Matthew 28 and
the Great Commission in a particular way
based on features of the original language.

Shortly after publication, God gifted our
students a class on the Gospel of Matthew
from the professor of New Testament at
Lutheran Brethren Seminary.

In my curiosity, and somewhat in an
attempt to assure myself that I was 'right,’
I asked his opinion. He said, "Do you really
want to know?"

[ was afraid that would happen...

He went on to explain something I had
overlooked. For years I've argued that the
sense of the word "go" in the original Greek
was ongoing or continual, but I should have
done my homework (or at least more of it)!

Put simply, if [ was right in my assertion,
other places where Matthew uses the same
Greek participle would start to make no
sense, or change what Matthew intended to
say. The way Matthew consistently uses the
word governs how we should interpret
individual uses as well.

I should have checked on that. I should have
known; but [ was too eager to communicate
my idea.

This gracious professor assured me it's not
the first time my argument had been made,
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and he also offered comfort. The conclusion
I reached wasn't wrong, per se; the route
there just wasn't right.

That's important .

The route to the conclusion is just as
important as the conclusion itself. God's
Word, as He has given it to us, should guide
us from start to finish, both route and
conclusion.

The professor's correction was confirmed,
and with more clarity, when I revisited a
commentary by Dr. Jeffrey A. Gibbs on the
Gospel of Matthew.

Dr. Gibbs writes, "there
is no real 'go’ in the
Great Commission - at
least not grammatically.
‘Were this participle
["go"] absent, the clause
would have essentially
the same force... Since
'all the Gentiles/nations'
are not located on or
beside the mountain in Galilee, the Eleven
[disciples] (and the church after them) will
be eager to go wherever people actually are
in order to make disciples."

In other words, the thrust of the idea,
making disciples as you are going, wherever you
happen to be going, is still good. As I was
going, though (ironically), I didn't take the
care that I should have taken with God's
Word.

Even pastors and CLBI staff need correction
and continual formation.

Thanks be to God then that, in His grace,
He continues to provide such correction and
formation in His Word.

And thanks be to God for the intentional
Christian community of CLBI, where
we pour over God's Word day by day.



Prayers & Announcements

MAY

12: Erik Osness' birthday (President of
CLBI)

13: Jodi (staff) & Miles Bogstie's
Anniversary

16: James Rostad & Annie Willson's
wedding day

19: Landon Jack's birthday (short term
staff/husband of staff Amy Jack)

23: Lisa Belau (staff) & Cory McKibbin's
wedding day

26: Jesselyn Rokos' birthday (daughter of
staff Dena Rokos)

28: Elodie Adam's birthday (daughter of
staff Tyler Adam)

30: Oliver Winchell & Eliana Haugen's
wedding day

JUNE

3: Zachary Stolee's birthday (2025/2026
2nd year student)

11: Megan Osness' birthday (wife of
President Erik Osness)

13: Nick & Demara Joyal's Anniversary

20: Nathan Carlson & Anna McKellar's
wedding day

21: Allison Samm's birthday (2025/2026 1st
year student)

23: Megan Semmens' birthday (Food
Services)

26: Marvin Joyal's birthday (son of staff
Nick & Demara Joyal)

27: Kiara Abma's birthday (2025/2026
Staff)

JULY

25: Julia Rostad's birthday (2025/2026 2nd
year student)

27: Kimberly Polzin's birthday (2025/2026
Community Student)

31: Till Niehoff 's birthday (2025/2026 2nd
year student)

BIRTHS & WEDDINGS:
(January 1, 2026 - March 31, 2026)

Jan 30: Monika (Thygesen, 2012-2014) &
Keith Nelson had a baby girl named Ember
Louise.

Feb 4: Kelsey (Mailer, 2011-2013) and
Andrew Miller had a baby girl named Eden.

Feb 4: Amy (Wear, 2013-2015, 2023) and
Landon Jack (2013-2016) had a baby boy
named Theodore Alexander.

MEMORIALS:
(January 1, 2026 - March 31, 2025)

Beckett Burnstad, Ella Thompson, Evelyn
Marzolf, Leon Gilbertson, Lorraine Tennis,
Pastor Gordon Hendrickson, Ken & Sylvia
Wold

Total Memorials: $1,505

HONORARIUMS:

(January 1, 2026 - March 31, 2025)
In Honor of Mary Ellen Ericksson's
Birthday

Total Memorials: $50
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PRAYER NEEDED:

» That God would give strength,
wisdom, and insight to the CLBI staff
as they process the 2025/2026 school
year, and prepare for the 2026/2027
school year.

> That the Holy Spirit would draw
students to consider CLBI in the fall.

*» For the CLBI Director of Operations,
as he organizes volunteers, cares for
the campus during summer months,
and does various renovation,
enhancement, and building projects.

» That a reliable economical vehicle
could be found for our Director of
Recruitment and Alumni Relations,
enabling his travel.

» For the CLBI Director of
[LM.P.A.C.T., as she gets married, and
makes preparations for the 2nd year
cross-cultural trips and related classes.

» That God would lead and guide
outgoing CLBI students in their
various calls and vocations both this
summer and beyond.

»For Charles Jackson (WMPL
Canada); his recovery, continued
healing, and the various processes and
tasks ahead of him in rehabilitation.

»For the CLBI President, Erik Osness,
and his wife, Megan, who are
expecting; for the health and safety of
both Megan and the baby.

» For the CLBI Board of Trustees, their
families, and the important work
given to them; and that God would
provide someone to fill the position of
treasurer after the current treasurers
term is completed soon.

> That God would give all that is
needed as CLBI Centennial
preparations begin.
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